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T 1 o'clock in the
morning of Ocl. Ifl,
having no furtlior
triclcs of camp-guar- d

to stand that night, I
turned

in for a good sleep,
and being very tired,
slept the sleep of the
just. 1 remember that
when I turned in

was so
quiet that I thought
there couldn't possi-

bly be any alarm on
such a night, and so I
pulled off my boots,

jacket and trousers, and crawled into our
warm doable blankets, in a sense of perfect
security. Falling asleep almost instantly, I
realised nothing until I felt it rude shake
and heard Pat's voice, "Turn out, quick!
"We're attacked V and the shrill blast of our
btiglos and the shouts of our officers, and the
rsttleof the harness, the crash,
crash, crash of rapid volleys up in front
all of which, in the fog and darkness, made a
perfect But I was " too old
a Regular w to be "rattled" by a little thing
like that, and so, crawling out of the shelter-ten- t,

I "dressed" in the open air and ran to
my post, leaving everything in the tent just
as it was blankets, haversacks, canteen,
6tc taking nothing with me but my rev-

olver-belt, which I buckled on as I ran to
post I found I was tsrfly at the gun, as ail
the other fellows had slept with everything
on but their boots. The teams had been
hooked up and they were beginning to move
off with the section when I reached onr gun.
The sound of battle in front rose heavier,
and heavier through the fog. As we moved
to take position, which was not more than
100 yards from onr camp, wc saw the Ver-moai- er

on onr left and "Vheaton's old JJri-ga- de

(then commanded by Col. Warner) on
onr right wc were in the interval between
them rapidly deploying through the fog
and gloom. They moved out in front of us
and crossed the brook, we remaining on the
knoll. It was now growing lighter, but the
fog etill hung low and not mnch could be
seen ; but a great deal could be heard, and
it kept getting louder and coming closer
yeJla, "volleys, oocataonal cannon-shots- , etc.
By thi time it may have been between Oand 7
a. m. The fog was beginning to " scale up"
Tiber e were, and in a few minutes we
could ee quite a distance np the pike, per-
haps 40 reds, and coold objects
as far a the grove west of the pike. And
juet stilus moment ike wreck hove in sight; I

on the pike, in the fields, out of the grove,
everywhere, streaming out of the fog came
the disordered masses of all arms, in

confusion, of Crook's and
Hoaory's commands, with the remnants of
their train and artillery, and all the imagin-
able debris of a routed camp surging down
the pike ad through the fields west of it,
in wreck and ruin that beggars language to
describe!

At this point I want to say that while, in
order to be accurate, it is necessary to stale
thai Ore troupe o( Thobam'jj Division, with
their trains aad a!! the other wieck of their
routed camp,

CAMK UVJUilXG BY US,
I de not Mame the men. That division
embraced Ohio,

Nw York (heavy artillery) and Wosl
Virginia troops. I do not recollect the rcgi-stcnt- e,

but I know that they were all good
troops. They had forced the ford at Snick-
er's Perry the 38th of August, where they
hai to wade to their armpits under the ene
my1 fire of infantry and artillery, and had
tbea routed him from his position. At the
Gpeoaaa, Sept. 30, they had made no uu-eorl- ate

battle. At Fisher's Hill, Sept 22,
they had made a detour over a mountain,
and hod struck the enemy in hie flank at a
decisive moment, and to all intents and
purposes had decided the battle.

Of course it would be a mockery of his-
tory to deny that thefce troops were routed.
But they had been surprised in their tents.
Many of them had on nothing but their un-
derclothes. Soldiers can never be to blame
for ouch a misfortune as that I do not pre-
tend to say whose fault it wag that the men
of Thobarn Division were surprised in
then tenia before daylight. If it was Tho-barn'- tf

fault, he expiated it with his life,
and that settles his part of the account, so
far as I am concerned. But I am sure that
the enemy could never have routed those
won in tlat fashion if they had had a ghost
of a chance to form up for battle. With
this I will proceed.

The enemy was not far behind them,
though net as cIoec to their heels as they
should have been; for I very much doubt
whether even the Sixth Corps could have
stood its giouad had the rebels struck us
whflc that wild mob was surging over ami
tbnsugh our ranks. We were oidercd to
open on the enemy with case-sli- ot at onco
but could not do so for a few minutes awing
to fhe janigpf the wagons in our front : so
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that whan wc did open the enemy was
pretty close to us. "Tho rebel infantry be-

gan Mc-firiu-g as thej' ennio up, and Lieut.
Fred. JJobinson, who commanded tho loft
section, was severely wounded and had to
leave the fiold. At the same timo our in-

fantry on tho left of the battery was com-

pelled to rofuao its left Hank to face toward
tho piho, and in doing so left tho battery
without support on cither flank. Capt Mc-Kuig- ht

who, 1 believe, was Acting Chief, or
doing iKiiiio other stall duty that day, but
happened to bo on our line at that moment
now ordered us to limber to the rear and
take position on the high knoll or small
hitl half a mile or so to the north. Thoro
was no use to try to hold that position where
we were, with the unsupported battery alone,
as the other batteries Stevens's, Adams's
and Van Et ten's to the right had already
began to iclirc with Whenlou's (First) Di-

vision. There was a brushy little ravine closo

W&' !&& frJkKW JL Of "xf

to our left flank, where a little rill flowed
into Meadow Brook, and the enemy's skir-

mishers swarmed into this and, as wc were
limbering up, fired a Tolley which downed
every driver and team on No. 2 gun of the
left section, and they also reached far enough
around our left flank to get in on our rear
and cripple two of the caisson teams, so that
we had to abandon that gun and the two cais-

sons of the left section. But wc got off with
the other five guns and four caiscons, and fell
rapidly back to the poiut indicated, going
in battery agnin on the west sido of Meadow
Brook opposite Middletown village or ham-

let, a little in front and to the right of the
old burying-gTOun-d, that was on the top of
the knoll. We lost in this first encounter
one officer and I suppose as many as 10

men, together with one gun, two caissoiiB,
and probably 35 or 38 horses.

OUR INFAJJTKV NOW UAP1DLY FORMED
on the slopes of the knoll or hill, occupying
the fences and such other cover as the ground
afforded, we being in the interval between
Grant's and Bid well's Brigades. The enemy
himself appeared to be in a good deal of
confusion, and took some time to rally per-

haps half an hour on the ground which
we had occupied at first There was still
considerable fog on the lower ground. Im-

mediately on the left flank of the battery
in this new position was another little ra-

vine, with a tumbledown stone wall run-
ning along the bank next to us, and I know
it struck me at the time that this exposed
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us to an attack similar to the one that had
cost us a gun and several men in the first
position. To our right, and running along
the side of the hill diagonally to our line,
was another wall, which some part of the
Vermonlers had seized. Beyond that our
new line bent round the curve of the hill to
the westward of the Cemetery, so that I
could not see what our troops were doing
over there. To the left I could see Bid well's
men forming along the bank of the brook,
but 1 noticed they did not connect with tho
YcrmGnlGr8,fe0 that there was agap of about
20 rods, or at least several battery fronts in
width, which the battery was plainly ex-

pected to hold. Ho we loaded canister
double, and braced ourselves for business of
a pressing nature. I recollect at this mo-

ment noticing Lieut Baldwin, who was on
foot, and had two revolvers in his belt, pull
one of them out of its holster and shove it
down into his boot-le- g, which example
many of us followed. This proved to be
prophetic of the sort of circus that was com-
ing. Meantime the wreck of Crook's and
Fmory'a commands had cleared our front,
most of it surging off through the fields to-

ward the right of the Sixth Corps, where
Bicketts's Division was.

And now the enemy, having reformed his
line, came on again with loud yells, The
moment they started we opened on them at
point-blan- k, and doing some line execution,
but they wouldn't stop. Being Acting-Gun-ne- r

since leaving the first position, I kepi
my muzzle dowu,so that every round " threw
the dirt in their fnces"; but there was no
stopping them. On they came, swinging
their left around to lake in levcrse the short
piece of slone wall that the advanced line
of the Vermonlers held, and in doing so the
musketry of their left began to enfilade our
battery-fio- ut Our right and center sec- -

tioii3 stood their ground well, and the right
gun was slewed round to the right to meet
this flank altuffk. But Lieut. Jlobinson, of
our left section, had been already shot, and
one of lu's guns had been nbnndoncd, as before--

mentioned, in our first position, so that
secliou was wholly demoralized, and all its
remniuing men wore either shot or flinched
from their gun, which was exposed to a fire
from tho ravine boforo described. The en-

emy was now so near that wc "could sec
tho whites of his eyes,"

AND riHING AB HR CAMB ON.

I should explain hero that they woro coming
on in two lines; tlio first a rather hoavy skfr-mibh-liu- cr

about 10 to 20 rods in advance of
their main line, and tlioy woro also reaching
round onr left Hank from tho other sido of the
hjook. But it was thoir front orskiimish-liu- o

that struck us. There woro probably about 7i
or 80 of thorn thai actually stiuck us. and tho
row was nil over boforo tho main lino got up. I
could not bcliovo that they woro actually going
to closo wjlh us until J saw the men on, tho
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remaining gun of onr loft section flinch from it
and run toward tho old graveyard wall. Thoir
front line was not in any .kind of order, hut
thoro was an ofllcor lending them, and I dis-

tinctly hoard him shout: "Bally on tho bat-
tery I Bally on tho battery !' Our noction
and tho right section stood firm. Pat drove-hom-

his last double ctinlstcn wbun thoir
lending men woro within 10 feet of him, and 1

yanked tho lanyard right in thuir teeth, almost,
boforo ho wns "clear of tho muzzle; but thoy
wero right on top of us, and tboy "opened
out," sf that tho chargo did not hit any of
them, ns I could sec, and In a nccoiid tboy wero
amongst us. It was now man to man, hand to
hand, with bayonet and muskot-but-t on thoir
sido and revolvers, rammer-head- s mid hand-
spikes on ours I Thoro was no room for doubt
as to the qunllty of McKnigbl'a battery than.

But just at this supremo moment their ad-

vance lino roolod nud wnvoreil. 60 or 100 of the
Vermoutcrs rallied on our llnnlc, and began to
rake our bnttcry front with thoir musketry,
nud Lieut lluhhyiu dospeiately attempted to
limber the icnmiiihig guns to therein As tho
limbors " wheeled In " for tills purpose they got
a fiurco volley from the enemy's main lino, tlint
had halted about 200 foot from us, and nearly
every driver and horso in tho fivo teams foil.
This volley wounded Baldwin, killed our Xo.
5, Qlafftcn, or Oloson. a Danish boy, who was
shot through tho head, and fell against mo, and
the blood that spouted ftom his temple flow all
over rny left sleeve and side, staining my uni-
form from tho elbow to tlioktioc, and downed
everybody in tho Miction, except Kennedy and
one or two of his Cannoneers on Xo. I, and
Pat, Xod and mc on Xo. 2. Meantime the
Ycnnontcra, who had betjn driven from tl.oir
fit ono wall, or rather flanked out of iU cover,
kept rallying on our right ns they canto back,
and raking our battery front with a firo that
held the robul main line momentarily in chuck.
Tho advanced skirmish-Hu- e of tho rebels was
now disponed of, and as every one of our com-
missioned otllccrs woro gone, Sorg't Yodcr nud
tho 10 or 17 of ns that wore left, soma Can-
noneers who had escaped tho butchery of tho
moment boforo, some drivers who had extri-
cated themselves out from undor thoir fullcu
teams, together with Sorg't liurkhart and
Corp'ls Xore, Kennedy nnii Ucck, succeeded,
with tho help of fcomo of tho infantry, in drug-gin- g

oir two guns No. 1 of tho right and Xo.
1 of the center Eoctions by hand with pro-
longed opoa.

As wo began to move off with those two guns
we could see in the smoke and yet remaining
fog
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still rallying to cover us, and ns tho enemy's
main lino came on again tho Infantry had it
with bayonet and muskct-butt- , rhjhtumoug the
guns that we had abandoned.

We bad not gone back moro than iOorftOynrdn
when wo found ono guulimbor with two
horMss and another with four that had escaped
tho wreck, and to tliyso wo at once limbered
the two gnus with tho prolotuies. nud so
dragged them back fiomo diolancu at least out
of roach of the rebel bayonets ! Wo wcro now
moving along on tho west bank of tho brook
in a sort of beaten track that had evidently
been made by farm wagons In tho peaceful
days gone by. Wc continued this ictrcnt for
some minutes, until wo camo to u Ilttlo ra-
vine formed by a small rill that runs into
Meadow Hrook from tho wont, and bora wo
found, under cover of tho lavluo, ono of our
caissons that had escaped tho wreck in our
first position. Just at this moment the enemy
began to swarm up from acros tho brook on
tho flank of the Vermonters and Hid well's
Urigado, who were still in our front, fighting
as no other infantry over fought, and threaten-
ed to take them in reverse, Wo instantly
opened with our two guns on this flanking col-
umn, taking them on echarpo with double
canister as ihcy swum; around on tho nt'mr
bank of the brook, and wo made thoir leading
lino recoil back to tho piko and take shollor
among tho fences and houses of the little ham-
let of Middletown 1

There has never been a doubt in my mind
but that tho Vermonlers, Hidwcll's and
Whealou'sold Brigades, who wero in our front
thoro, would have hold that second position if
tho 1'irst Division of tho Sixth Corps on their
right

HAD NOT OIVKN QIIOUND,
exposing their right flank. These brigades
composed Getty's Second Division, Sixth Corps :
The First, known as Finnic Wheaton's old Ilrl-gad- c,

was composed of the Odd N. Y. and tho
U3d, 08th and 139th Pn and was thou com-
manded by Col. Warner. Tho Second Brigade,
known as the "Old Original Veimont Brigade"
(sometimes nick-name- d by tho other troops
"Ethan Allen's Guards"), was mado up of tho
1st It A., 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 0th Vt

Now, this particular timo was 8 or 9 o'clock
in tho morning. Tho wicck of tho Eighth
and Nineteenth Corps was still at its worst
The First Division of the Sixth Corps was giv-
ing ground to our right. Bid well's (Third) Bri-
gade, of Getty's Division, composed of tho rem-na- n

Is of six regiments, none of which wero
moro than 180 strong so that tho brigade was
haidly equal to a full regiment this brigade,
on tho loft of tho Vurmontcrs, was swung back
almost at right angles to tho line of tho Yor-mon- fc

Brigade to meet tho flank attack now de-
veloping from tho direction of tho piko.
Meantime, as the First Division continued to
givo ground on our right, Warner had to boon
throwing back his right flank until the threa
brigades of Getty's Division assumed the posi-
tion of three sides of a hollow square, our bat
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toiy being formed at first in tho loft saliont
aiiflo of it, and after wo woro wrecked, as de-

scribed, forming again with two guns a lilllo
in rear of indwell's loft flank.

This was what wo always tormed " tho sec-

ond position" of our division, and itwnsalinost
sxactly opposite that is, just across Meadow
Urook from Middletown lmnilot, and wo held
it for moro tlinn an hour, unsupported by any
other troops, except Stovous's Hth Mo. buttery,
with the exultant enemy closing in on ub from
thrco sides. As this was by groat odds tho
closest and most dosporato lighting that I saw
during tho whole war, and as tho bohavior of
our infantry on that occasion tilled mo with
uuBpeakublo admiration, 1 havo taken much
pains to ascertain, by subsequent investigation,
tho exact circumstances under which that par-

ticular part of tho buttlo was fought Tho
strength of our division was as follows: War-
ner's Urigado, 1,'JOO; tho Vermont Urigndo,
1.2S0 ; lldwcll'rf, 1,050; or .1,500 muskets in tho
wholo division. Its nitillory was only tho fivo
guns of our battery In lino, though, as shown
on the diagram, the inevitable Slovens with
his uufaiiing old uth Mo., bad got onto tho
high knoll opposite Warner's flank, and was

fir

itorally deluging tltu onomy on Unit Hide wit.li
lis canister. Wo had throo guns playing with
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double canister on tho troops coming down on
our front, and tho other two wheeled to tho
left, working at tho ouaiuy across tho ravine.

Tho official map? and records show that tho
foico attacking us nt thin lima was as follows:
In front, attacking tho Yormonton, Knmscur's
Division, 'i,500 ; on our'lcft, assaulting Bidwcll,
1'ograur Division, 1,800 or 2,000 ; on our right,
pressing and flanking Wftrnor, Korslmw's Di-

vision, ubout 2,000; or nearly 7,000 muskets in
all, with 1G guns. At this timo, from a o'clock
in the morning till past,!), wo received no help
or support from any othtjr troops of tho army,
oxccptHtavcus's battery and two or thrco small
regiments of di&inouulojjL cavalry which Mer-
rill hud formed along tho brook to prolong
IHdwoll'a left. To all intents and purposes,
therefore,

(JKTTY'H DIVISION SINO l.K-- H AXDED,

was standing oH" throe of-Ear- ly Divisions, and
was fighting odds of at Icntt two to one. This
state of things rcldolu occurred, ns our forces
usually outnumbered tho rebels. But In this
particular and luosterjtlenl part of Cedar Crook
tho odds wnro largulyAigrtinat u. It l.i this
stand made by Getty's tavlsiou to which Early
refers in his report, when ho says: ''I found
the Sixth Corps posted on tho ridfjo wcit of the
pike and offering dotermjiicl resistance. Gen.
Hamscurnnd Gon. Pag nun had asked for assist-
ance, stallitk that thuy wcro uuahla to forco
this line. It had completely arrested onr prog-
ress nt that point!" At this timo our First
Division (Wlutftton's) was about half a mllo to
tho right'rear of Wnrnor, raforming, it having
boon somewhat shattered in tho first onset, and
our Third Division (KickcttVfl) was clear ovar
to tho right, a mile away, trying to cover the
rallying of the Niuctoauth Corps. Tho fo-
llowing diagram will give u approximate idea
of tho situation at thin timo:

Gyro 0. sr.
C.iWp Hxlh Corns,

iv Fiol portion First
Division.

b Kit nt position Second
Division,

o llrnt juhHIoh Third
DlvWon.

d initiioisUlonBiillcry
M.

7TO 0 OU 10 A. M.
IJ Coiiictory.
o .Warner' Brigade,

M!OOii(l position.
VurtuonUsrn, uccoud

pOtilltlll
UuUeryM(tlvuguns),

kci;oihI position.
BldwellV Brigade,

ftccoud position,
DfamniinU'd cavalry,

nyaoinl pimtlluii.
.k Bultury M (two gnus)'Y'T "ft"!? tifter wiock.

1 Tuylor'a homo bill- -

' lery,( nn Firl Division rc- -
i) '' A forinliitf, aecond po- -

nillou.
n Stevens hoi din ir

knoll, ,
1 Kiicmy, flrhlnUiicfc?
Jt iVgniui nltnvkiiig IJJdivell.
i!x Ailvniieu lino ntUultliii; Uiiltery M.
a Hiiiiiieui' tittncUliig Vurmonters.

KurHhuw ultneUing Wuriior.
5 (,'ordou iilluokliiK Movuuhs battery.
0 Winn ton Hanking IJIUwell.

11 A. M. TO-- i; Ji.
FliiaUtrtiid .Sixth Corns.
Klghlui'iitU Corps rallied,
Kluvousiuid Adams, ,
Vim JJtten.
Jteiiumiit iluttury 2r, I p m;
Knd of leliel lulvaucc,
JtelJel batteries.

"Union li oops,
: sxltubul troops,
1 f tt1 ArtlHoiy.

Appioiiiuntollnaof fulling back.
Cioisroinls between pike mid back rond.

So Getty's DIvibion Was absolutely going it
alone. For moio thjm an hour this dcspoiato
and uupipial stiugglo raged along tho banks of
tho raviuo atid among the trees and fauces of
tho fields west of Middlotown with a ferocity
that 1 novor saw pamlliled. But it could not
avail. The heroic BldWull fell in tho oflbrt to
stem tho tide that Btirgffl in on him from tho
direction of thu plkojjavcn Warner's M Die-hards- ,"

as wo used to caO thoin, gave ground at
Inst, and that left tho Vurmontors with both
flanks exposed. Tho whole division than (be-
tween 0 and 10 o'clock) began to retire. Thoro
was no breaking and no "confusion. If ovory
man of tliom had been a ftougnl tigor lighting
for life in his native juuglo, thoy could not
havo retreated more sullenly nor dealt moro
destruction about thorn flb iioy fall buck. Thoy
retired in two linos, ohq' falling bnck through
tho othyr, in perfect oidar, and tho rebels Alid
not follow them vary closely either. As this
rotrogrado movement began, Gun. Lowis Grunt

then in command of; the. division sent an
Aid to oi dor us out of that and ovar tho littlo
ravlno and to fall buck (ill fuilhor orders. So
with our two guns ami opo caisson ami perhaps
22 or 21 monsavarnl having rcjoiuud us from
the wreck wo retired with the prolonges fixed,
and hauled our crippled guns along tho wost
bank of tho brook until wo got on a high knoll
about three-quarter- s of a mile from Middlotown,
where, as tho pursuit had ceased and wo saw
tho Vermonters and Whoutou's Urigado halting
in our front, wo facedagain, halted, unlimberod
and formed section, Wo did not retreat any
further. Whether the enemy hnd exhausted
himsolf, or whether hqwas dautcd by tho front
that the Vcrmontorsaiul Whonton'sold Brigado
and tho remains of Bid wall's showed him theo,
I don't know, butljo recoiled finally ami fatally
from this last position.,

This wi abontj:lrcQ-fonith- s of a uiilo below

that is, north of Middlotown village Tho
place wheio wo halted was at tho point where
Meadow Brook com oft nearest to the liuoof tho
pike, and tho timo was near noon. This was
tho end of tho rotrogrado movement of tho
Sixth Corps on any pait of its lino, and wo
wcio put into battery or rather into section
bytlcii. Lewis Orant himsolf. Wo opened with
canister again in this position, but as tho enemy
did not coma on, wo ceased at tho third round.
In fact, in both guns had been drawing on tho
caisson that wo found in tho ravine, as beforo
staled, aim no now supply had eomo up, it is
probablo that wo had littlo if any more canister
loft; wo having fired, I should say. 00 to 70
rounds per gun during tho hour or so that wo
wcro holding tho position on the knoll to tho
loft and roar of indwell's lino, and whan wo
drove tho enemy's flankers back into Middle-tow- n.

While in this -- position wo wcro reorganized
as a section, all our remaining ammunition was
packed in tho limbers, and tho teams that
belonged to tho caisson wcro hookod to tho
guns, so that wo woro in pretty good shapo for
action again. This was dono by Capt. Mc-Knig-

in a brief interval of his staff duty.
At this point 1 fool that this sketch would be

incomplete if I failed to refer moro than casti- -

ally to the stand mado by Old Grcenlcaf Ste-

vens and
HIS IMMORTAL StII MB. BATTKRY,

already mentioned. Tho fact that Stevens's
hoys had been comrades with the old battery
whou in tho First Corps, and I knew many of
thorn personally, has nothing to do with this
special mention. I havo nlraady remarked
that at tho Mmoviou Getty's Division was
"going it alono" in its second position, Ste-
vens, who had apparently been retiring in tho
interval between the right of Gottyaud tho
left of Whenton, formed his battery on tlio
knoll opposite tho right flank of Warner's Bri-gad- c,

and opened a tremendous firo of canister
on that part of tlio enemy's lino which was ad-
vancing to envelop Warner. These, I under-
stand from tho histories, must havo boon Kor-shnw- 's

troops; but there was another rcbol di-

vision coming up still beyond Kershaw over
tho ground vacated by our First Division.
This, nccordtng to Early's account, wns Gor-
don's Division, ami ono or moro brigades of it
started to chargo Slovens'. battery. According
to the bust)iufnrtnatiou I could get, immediately
after the battle or since, thero was no infantry
of thu First Division within supporting dis-

tance of Stevens at that momottt, us that divis-
ion was then reforming nt from one-thir- d to
one-hal- f a mllo in his rear. But ha stood his
ground and repulsed thu chargo of Gordon's
troop, who did not get moro than half-wa- y up
tho acclivity of thu knoll ho was holding, and
Who, according to Gen. Early's account, "ie-coile- d

iu considerable confusion." It is truo
that Ciipt. Stovous subsequently retired from
this kuoll, iu order to take position in tbo third
and final lino formed by the Sixth Corps that
day, and from this position he, with thu other
batteries beforo tnontioned Ad.uns and Yan
Ettuu eugaged tho rebel artillery about 3 p.
ni. in the sharp dual with coso-sho- t that formed
tho praludo to our grand advauco all along tho
lino. But I fuel justified in saying that Ste-
vens took up his second po-iitio- ii without in-

fantry support hold It against a hoavy infantry
charge, which ho repulsed unaided, bosidos con-
tributing materially to tho stand made by
Getty's Division in that position. It is hardly
necessary to add that this was onu of the must
brilliant artillery exploits of the war.

After we had halted in our second position
wo got achauco to compare notes. Hunt and
1 of our gun detachment woro safe. Callahan
had stuck to" tlio gun, despite his torn and
bloody hip, until thu excitement began to
abate; but then his wound began to aclto and
get stiff, and as wo saw Dr. Wood's fluid-hospit-

al

flag on tho other ,sido of Meadow Brook, homo
distance down tlio piko, Ned hobbled over
thero, and wo did notseo him again for some
weeks. Tom D y was "missing." Ha
turned up the uoxtdny, safe nud sound,

WITH .1 lU.OOn-CUKDI.lK- G STORY

of falling down and feigning death when tho
rebels ran over us, and then getting up and
joining our infantry when thoy retook tho
position, going with them iu tho pursuit and
camping with thorn nil night!

My recollection is that sovcrnl lower oyolids
wuro fui lively pulled down by Hunt, Kenne-
dy, Yodur and othois while Tom was relating
his remarkable adventures. Tho prevailing
impression was that ho had done some tall
walking up tho ravine of tho Brook, as somo
others did when wo abandoned our second
position. Anyhow, Tom was, under ordinary
circumstances, a flrstrato Cannoneer, and as
his thruo-yoar- s' term was expiring in about a
fortnight, no doubt ho was oxcusablo for not
wanting to tako any extraordinarily-desperat- e

chances. Carefully noting thu timo of occur-
rences iu our second position, wo all agreed
that thu Gunners and Cannoneers alono had
repulsed, or nt least staggered, thu flrst lino of
skirmishers that "rallied on tlio bnttory."
Yodor was suro that Lieut. Baldwin had killed
onu of thoir infantrymen just as hu himsolf
was shot down, and Kennedy thought ho had
got away with auothur iu front of his own
gun. Callahan had kuoukod ono down with
tho handsplko after his rovolvor wits disabled
or empty. Hunt was bayonoted iu his side,
but instantly killed his assailant Sorg't
Burkhart had shot ono with his revolver iu
front of tlio right sect ion, but had not killed
him, ns ho was found afterward among tho
wounded prisonora, with Burk'a ball in his
groin.

It wns agreed on all hands, by tho infantry
as well us ourselves, that nothing exactly like
it had bcon known boforo. Batturies" woro
oftuu run ovar and captured, but no ono had
over known n few Cannoneers to do such oxo-cutio- ii

with thoir pistols and handspikes
against infantry with muskets and hayouots;
or a romnnutof 17 or 18 man, without uuy com-
missioned otllcor loft to load thorn, to pull two
guns out of such a wreck by hand, and than
go into battory again and reopon firo with
great oflect a short distanca to tlio rear! It
was said that Capt MoKuight and Col. Tomp-
kins botli mado elaborate reports of this aflair,
in whiah many of tho surviving Cannoucors
woro highly recommended to tho favorable
notico of tho Commandor-in-CIilo- f, and that
Yodur was rccommouded for au immediate
promotion. I suppose that thoso reports will
be printed in tho " Oillcial Rocords of tho

when thoy roach Cedar Crook.
Tho onomy had got two or thrco times

TRETTY CLOSE TO QUR OWN MUZZLK3
in Battory B, hut "this was tho only timo I ovor
participated in that sort of circus. So far us
tho actual hand-to-han- d encounter was con-corn-

that is, from tho timo tlio robol ad.
vnnco-lln- o got in among our guns until wo
hogan, to drag away tho two that wo sayed,

v y h vi k e m m me ia ru

I don't suppose it occupied two minutes.
But so many things hnppancd in that briof
space, and what I saw mada such an impres-
sion on my memory, that I could easily till a
hundred pages with n description of it I sup-
pose tho natural impression would be that in
such a rough-and-tumbl- o fight, where friend
and foo wero indiscriminately mixed up, and
every fellow looking out for himself, the whole
affair would present itself to tho memory as a
blurred, confused picture, of which it would bo
impossible to recollect tho details. But, ni a
matter of fact, there is uo experience in my lifo
of which tho details, circumstances and inci-
dents arc so clear, or of which my recollection
i3 so perfectly accurate. I can distinctly re-

member not only everything that I did, or that
was dono about rac, but ovory thought that
camo into my miud, every impulse that I fait,
and every muscle that I exerted, from the lust
timo I pulled tho lanyard until wo began to
haul oil' our guns.

In order to clearly comprehend what such a
rough-and-tumbl- o fight means, it is necessary
to explain br:efiy tho lay of tho ground. Wo
were formed on tho crown of a slight knoll,
which terminated abruptly on our left flank
in tho bank of the ravine formed by a littlo
branch of Meadow Brook, and our loft gun
(the remaining ono of our left section) wns
close to this bank. In our immediate front
there was a slight depression, and beyond that
another knoll, nud along tho brow of that
knoll, about 20 rod3 from our position, was a
stone wall, or tho remains of one, nearly par-
allel to tho lino of battlo. To our right about
10 rods was another wall, Tunning obliquely to
our lino and joining tho wall in our front near
tho top of tho knoll. The Vermonters had
rallied behind this ed piece of
wall, nud thu rebels flanked them out of it by
extending their own left at tho same time that
their skirmish-lin- o attacked us in front The
ravine to our left was also full of rebel skir-mibho- rs,

who had come across the field botweon
Meadow Brook and tiro pike, from which they
had just driven our dismounted cavalry flank-
ers. I said that tho man on tho remaining gun
of our loft suction abandoned it as soon as the
enenij began to come up out of the ravine. I
do not blame them, because they really had no
chauco to dofend themselves, as iu the smoke
and remaining fog, and under the cover of the
little ravine, the enemy w.13 right onto them
and in their rear before they could see him.
In fact, wo would all have been perfectly justif-
ied iu abandoning tho wholo battery, because
wc could not tell how many of the onecay's in-
fantry thoro were in the attacking line, and wo
had

ABSOLUTELY NO IKPAKTRY SUPPORT,
except tho handful of tho 5th and 6th Yt who
had rallied on our right when flanked out of
thoir position behind tho stono wall, and there
was no organized force of our infantry on the
other side of the brook at all. In our right and
center sectiou3 thero wero 23 or24 Canuoneersv
four or flvo otllccrs, and
Liuut. Baldwin; and none of us had auy arras
except our revolvers. It was, therefore, a ques-
tion whether about 30 artillerymen, with re-
volvers, could ropulsoa heavy skirmish-lin- e of
vctoran infantry, backed by a main lino of
buttle loss than 20 rods behind them.

As our gun was on tho loft of tho battery
aftor tho crew of the left gun abandoned it, we
had to deal with tho rebels who wero coming
up out of tho ravine, a3 well as thoso directly
in our frout I freely confess that when I had
pulled the lanyard the Inst time my itnpulso
was to run ; but whou I saw Serg't Yoder and
Konnody, Knd Beck, Hunt and Callahan pull
their ravolvors to stand their ground, I did not
sea how I could cousistantly desert them, and,
besides, I had a sort of feeling that, to some
extent, I had to sustain the reputation of old
" B " itaolf. so I rolled too.and began shooting
nt tho Job nn tea rhiug n$ out of tho ravine.
Tho usual revolver for tho Caunonccrs was
the Navy Remington or the Colt, but tho ouc
I had was a "French tranter," as they were
called, which I had bought from Corp'l
Bay, of tho 10th N. Y. Cav., who had taken
It from tho body of a Confcdcrato Lieuten-
ant killed at Brandy Station the year before.
I used to ny that " I captured it," but as a
matter of f.iet I captured it with a five-doll- ar

bill. However, it was a captured weapon, by
proxy if not in person. It was a self-cocke- r,

and of course all six loads wcro gone out of it
iu as many secouds. My last shot hit the rebel
Lieutenant who was leading his mon, and
knocked him down. Ho was captured Inter in
the day. Ho had on a hut that was too large
for him, and, as it afterward appeared, he had
stuffed some paper or pasteboard under tho
leather sweat-ban- d to make it fit; and as ho
happened to havo it pullod down over his eyes,
my ball struck it just ovor his loft tomple and
was dofloetad by the paper wadding m his hat;
otherwise- it must havo gone through his head.
Ho was so elo-i-u when I fired that my flash
singed his oyolnshes and blew his loft cheok
full of powder. Two of his men wcro up with
him, ouc on each side, and Huut shot tho one
on iiis lott,

KILLING HIM INSTANTLY.

But tho one on tho right a wiry littlo cuss,
bareheaded, nud wearing a red shirt, lunged at
mo witlt-hi- s bayonet as thcLioutcnaut was fall-
ing. I grabbed tho shank of the bayouat with
my loft hand, aud tried to closo with this fel-
low, intending to hammer him ovor thu head
with tho empty pistol-burro- l; but ho jerked
his musket loose and, shortening for a " tierce
thrust," struck at my uock. I threw up my
loft arm "olbow up aud wrist down" to parry
for my neck, and his bayonet on tared my arm
half way botweeu tho olbow and shoulder. It
penetrated tho flesh only as, in my oflort to
spring backwards, I caught my heal against a
stono or something, and fell ovor back. Just
as I was falling I saw a bright buyouat and
riflo-bnrr- thrust almost under my noec, with
a blinding flash and report, and down enmo
robol, muskot and all, on top of my legs as I
foil. Iulont on my original purpose, and think-
ing that ho had only stumbled, I quickly dis-
engaged myself, and, rising on my left hand
and kneo, struck him over tho left oar with
my pistol-barre- l, reaching for him with every
musclo iu tny'arm. This sagged him a littlo to
ono side, and then I noticed that ha was " claw-
ing gravel" with his lingers, (tho convulsive
grasping at tho grass and dirt which a man
dying of a gunshot wound will always do,) and
at tho samo moment I fult myself seized by tho
shoulder and lifted up, aud heard, "Are you
hurt?"

Looking up I saw Serg't Aldrich, of the Yor-monto- rs,

who, with a dozen or so of his man,
had got into our section, aud oithor killed or
drovo back what fuw remained of tho rebel
skirmishers on tho sido of the ravine. I told
him Iwas all right, and then I noticed that our
remaining mon aud soma of tlio infantry woro
rallying on Kennedy's guu (Xo. 1 of our sec-

tion) and trying to drag it off with tho pro-long- o.

Just then I glanced around toward tho
ravine, and not seoing any mora rebels coming
out of it, and also noticing that thoso iu our
proper front were running back toward their
main lino, I thought wo could savo our gun, aud
began to strip tho prolougu off tho hooks for n
drag-rop- e. But Old Yodor called out to mo to
"Bally on Kennedy's gun!" And so I ran
and caught hold of Kennedy's drag-rop- o with
tho rest of tho boys aud abaudoued our gun in
order to save his.

Wo thought littlo about those things in such
times, but as I look back at it uow I am per-
fectly suro that Sorg't Aldrich saved my lifo;
because that littlo red-shirto- d rebel would to a
dead cortainty havo bayoneted mo on tho
ground if Aldrich had not killed him ns I wa3
falling. In such u ruction as that was there
is uo timo to surrender or to tako prisonora.
Fortunately such sltuntious seldom happen,
ovon in tho fiercest battles; bub whou they
do, it is always "either kill or die." It is idlo
to talk about "giviug quarter" under such cir-
cumstances. A haud-to-hau- d fight botweeu an
infautryman with musket aud bayonet and
a Caunoneor with a rovolvor nniong tho guns
of a battery, must result in the death of ono of
them 099 times out of a thousaud. This h by no
moans cruol or inhuman warfare. It is merely
a question of seconds. Both men aro necessarily

(Continued on "il page.)

NASHVILLE GAMPlIffi

The Part Taken by tk Sewn Dfnan,
Fourth Garje.
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III.
HES the bfeafe in
the line was restored,
five brigades wore
crowded in the nar-
row space where two
had bea. Oar Urns

C-'Ni- fete! k$ were here six orehfex? 113

Iar system of ighting
was soon oegsaiaed,
although the AAicera
and men of the dif-
ferent commands
were intermingled in
the greatest confii-sio- n.

The men in the
front rank did neth
ing but fire. They

passed back the empty guns to those in
the rear, who reloaded them. la rear of all

,was a fringe of men kneeling, with guns afc
a ready. If a head appeared 2bove the
works hut for an instant, down it wocld go
with one or more bullets through it In the
desperate lighting, when only the breast-
works separated the combatants, oar men
had greatly the advantage. The front rank,
standing against the inaide perpendienlar
face of the work, conld stick the raazzleof
a musket over the head-lo- g, and elevating
the breech, could send a plunging shot into
the ditch outside, and only espose for an
instant a part of the arm and the hand
which discharged the piece. On account of
the Tounding outward face of the work on
their side, the rebels could Tench as with
their fire only by exposing their bodies
above Ue work. After Opdyeke came
forward and closed the gap in the line, they
had not the shadow of a chance; but wfth
desperate courage they persisted in their
eifort3 till long after dark. Finally they
gave it up and began to wave their hats and
other signals elevated on the muzzles of their
nuiskets above the breastworks, and catted
over to ns to cease tiring, and they weald
surrender. "When in answer to their call3
our firing ceasedjnany came over and sur-
rendered, but many others took advantage
of the darkness and of the confusion occa-
sioned by their friends coming over to escape
back to their own lines. "When the fighting
ceased the Clth Ohio reformed its ranks to
the left of the cotton-gi- n, in rear ef the
104th Ohio. Our men came out of the crowd
in front, where they had been fighting ever
since they crossed the breastworks. One of
them had in his hands the State flag of a
regiment of the Twenty-thir- d Corps, whieh.
he had picked up from the ground where ic
had been dropped, presumably when the
regiment ran away. My company was made
up of veterans, non-vetera-ns whose time
had expired, drafted men and substitutes;
yet every man, save one, who had escaped
the casualties of the battle, fell into line.

"Wo did not know the fact at the tine, but
it came out later that a hired substitute had
fled to the town and hid in a eellar. B re-

mained there ail night, was captured in the.
morning, was sent South to a rebel prison,
was returning home after the war on tha ill-fat- ed

Sultana, and found his anal reward in
the waters of the muddy Mississippi.

The spirits of our men rose to she highest
pitch over their splendid repulse of the eae-m- y.

Therebel3 were completely disheart-
ened and demoralised, as we had abundant
testimony In the stories of the prisoners
taken from the ditch outside at the close of
the fight. But it all counted for nothing,
for our Commanding General was ia the fert
across the river, too far away to catch aay of

T1IE ENTHUSIASM ATHICK IXFKCTW
his rank aud file, or to gain a just apfMreciutiatx
of tho true eouditiou of al&irs. It has beea
claimed that Gon. Thomas was responsible for
the unnecessary retreat to Nashville, bat tbo
otlicial dispatches beuriug on tkis poiat are so
easily accessible, I need uot quote them here.
Sutfnio it to say that whou Geu. Tbowas aSked
Suhofteld by telegraph if ha eoald hold tbe line
at Fraukiiu for throe days, Sehofleld replied
in a dispatch dated at 3 o'clock, just one beer
beforo tho battle opened, that he did not think.
ha could; that he might hotd on for one da.;,
but that even that delay would be hasardovs,
and that ha ought to retiru from Fraukiiu teat
night. In short, his dispatebes shew that at
Fraukiiu his mind was still dominated by the
ghost of Spring Hill. Uo had not yet recover-
ed from the panic into which be bad been
thrown atDuekltiver, when be Anally realised
that Hood was m his roar with the main body
of his army. Hu was filled with so much ttpofu-housi- on

for a danger antieipittvd for
tho liko of wniek ha had passed by last eight,
that ho could not soc the aettial present pressiag
dungor of to-da- y, whieh was gathering in plain
sight iu his front, aud was almost ready to
burst upon him at tho very hour when this 3
o'clock dispatch was dated. It was iii eoeee-quou- co

of thesa representations of Scbeiekl,
made beforo tho battle was fought, that Gen.
Thomas sent him the order to fall back, fntm
Franklin that night.

After the vietory was won, what ejects did
Schofield make to have the order countermand-
ed ? Uo telegraphed Gen. Thames as foltewa :
uTho enemy made a heavy and persistant at-
tack with about two corps, commencing at 4 p.
m. and lasting until alter dark. He was re-
pulsed at all points with heavy loss probelily
5.000 or 6.000. Your dispatch of this p. m. re
ceived. I had already givcu tbe orders you di-
rect, and am now executing them." That is to
sny, iu tho same dispatch ia whiah be informed, ... ..HIT .1. 4....1 n.k.a? u uln. .it.VjCII. J. UOTOUS oi liiu uiuitre aim iaM(s ui tua
enemy, he nUa informed him that be was con-tiuui- uu

the movement in retreat. What an ia--


